The Elk Antlers

How local brothers, a palaeontologist and a nobel laureate tell the story of our antlers.
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Discovered on the shores of Lough Beg, ouf priceless Antlers tell a story of
local brothers, ancient bogland, hyenas and famous poets.

« Discovered in 1953 by the McGrogan Family
5 « Megaceros Giganteus
w1, < Priceless artifact
This species has been selected by the Long Now
Foundation as a candidate for de-extinction

View these incredible antlers now in
the foyer of The Elk Complex.

,000BC

Five thousand years ago in Ireland the great elk
wandered through the forests and mountains,

it was a land of sweeping mists, gentle rain

and soft sunlight, a land of pagan carving and
mysterious rituals, a land where the soothing lilt
of the harp floated over the cool, clear crystal
lakes and rivers. It was the time of Cu Chulainn
and Queen Maeve and the Red Branch Knights.

This was indeed the celtic twilight.




Hugh, John, Frank and Bob

The Irish Naturalists' Journal

War. XI Janvany, 19SS Mo §

GIANT DEER FROM LOUGH BEG
Br R. J. G. Bavace

Locazery anp Hongmos

Daring May, 198, & wery compléle skall asd antless of
Mregacerod plpambens, the Erish Oast Deer, was Bound In glacial
sands at Creagh, Toamebridge, near bhs shores of Lough Beg,
Ca try, &n the lands of Mr Hugh MoOrogan.  The
Auvioglacial mandx formed sroond (lscial Lake Nesgh ae
st peesent worked by means of pumplng operatlons. hemee the
ste ls prrmanently fooded and as Feb 01 has nol been posalble
to obiain a bore of the sectlon. The skall bs reported Lo Bave
beem found im sand At a depth of about cight feel.  Unin this
find no fosils bid been reporied froms ik loeality, thoagh bones
asaoeiited with the siall indieate that Ak least two and probably
ihres IndvEnLls Sre Tepeesng
TRt RAR QAT

The foalls ase very well preassrod, thers Is o méneralizaiion
of the bone, and ihe spooimens are iron-@alned o KN USETED
muddy-brown coloar. The botes and antlers are stromg and
rebuas, ihough the long bones Send to fake readily, & feature
comsnon bo fadilla froon Plelstoome and uneonaslidated sedimenta.
In the progess of fosslllmiion bomes, Barled In an agueifer,
quickly lose thelr organie soft paris dug fo bacteris and oiher
reducing agents, leaving saly (b inorganie salts (malsly calcium
ploaphintel. whish besoms  stalmed  with  feesle  hydroxide,
Erdimentation may Ikler change asd the prescnce above of o
elay or peat laper would prevent waler seep 1o Lhe sands below,
The bomes Uhen dry oot and shrink, and withogt any sinerata-
ilin ts bnd Ehém, the caber 1ayers Lend 1o Nake off. Theee fakes
are fragmesits of the clrcumierensial lamellae. ihe tssue betwesn
the periosteums and the mne of the Faveruas fanal sritemid
The perlesicam docs not fosatlize, and i the outer cireumferential
lmellas xre detroped, delafied stpdy of the anatomy, mplogy
fand patbslogy. If any) Is Imupossibde.  The skull ls vesy Toesh
though mueh of ihe antlers are Naked
ASSIOIATES MATERIAL AMB ITS INTERFRETATION

Ameiated with Uhe maln Nnd of the skull and antless, e
workmen foumd bones of Megaceros, but regredtably mme of
thise wern Mejocted belore thelr shmifcanse wai sppeeclabed,
Others were saved a5 dofated by Mr MeOrégan o Quoen's
Universy, Belfass, where ey are now In the Grology Muaseum,

Extract from the 1953 Irish Naturalists’ Journal detailing the

incredible discovery and their findings.

Hanging proudly in the foyer of The Elk Complex,

Toomebridge, the priceless antlers were discovered in
the sandy banks of Lough Beg by John, Hugh and Frank LS 'r’l,

Mc Grogan. Remarkably well preserved, these bones tell -

an incredible story. Our great Irish Elk met its fate at the
hands of early man, a brown bear or a spotted hyena.

Dr R ] G Savage (1927 - 1998)

The discovery of the antlers and Dr R J G Savages’ work helped place the

Irish Elk in Ireland 10,000 years after it was thought to have died out.

The Mc Grogan Family upon discovery of the antlers notified Queens
University. Dr Bob Savage a palaeontologist from Belfast was dispatched
to examine the magnificent fossils. Savage, a lecturer at Queen’s University
in 1952, worked with geologist J. K. Charlesworth. In 1954, Savage was then
hired as a lecturer and curator of the Geological Museum at the University
of Bristol, until his retirement in 1992. He was one of a vanishing breed: a
quintessential scientist, a teacher, a naturalist and a gentleman.




The Laureat

“Bogland” is a poem that Seamus Heaney (1939-2013) included
in his second collection, entitled “Door into the Dark” (published
1969). Verse 3 refers to the discovery of our Antlers. The discovery
of these fossils was a huge talking point in the parish of Anahorish
where Seamus grew up.

The Poem

We have no prairies —The DiSCUSSion

To slice a big sun at evening
Everywhere the eye concedes to

Encrouching horizon, The bog is the preserver of many things, including the remote past. A symbol of

A this is given in the third stanza, in the shape of the “Great Irish EIk”, a skeleton of
Is wooed into the cyclops’ eye

Of a tarn. Our unfenced country which has been dug up and is now on display in The Elk as “An astounding crate
Is bog that keeps crusting - . . . . .
Between the sights of the sun. full of air”. There is therefore a question mark over this find; it looks magnificent

They've taken the skeleton (indeed, the antlers of Megaloceros giganteus had a span of up to nine feet), but

Of the Great Irish Elk
Out of the peat, set it up

An astounding crate full of air. have no real meaning in the present, other than what might be imagined?

it contains nothing of importance. Likewise, what other aspects of Ireland’s past

Butter sunk under

More than a hundred years

Was recovered salty and white.

The ground itself is kind, black butter

Melting and opening underfoot,
Missing its last definition

By millions of years.

They'll never dig coal here,

Only the waterlogged trunks Seamus Heaney
Of great firs, soft as pulp.
Our pioneers keep striking 1939'2013

Inwards and downwards,

Every layer they strip

Seems camped on before.

The bogholes might be Atlantic seepage.
The wet centre is bottomless.




